in the Army was different in point of management from that in private practice. In the latter, inunction was not easy to carry out, and he did not think it had been proved that ingestion treatment was not satisfactory in ordinary cases if properly carried out and in sufficiently large doses. Sir Felix Semon said nearly all the severe tertiary cases seen by him had been treated earlier by the mouth, but inasmuch as nearly every case was so treated in England it was not surprising to find that to be so. But members of that Section were particularly anxious to investigate the rapid treatment of severe lesions of the throat, such as those which threatened perforation of the palate, or where a gumma of the larynx was causing dyspnaea and dysphagia. Little had been said about intramuscular injections of the soluble preparations of mercury; his experience was that they were of great use in getting the patient rapidly under the influence of the drug. Some of these salts were very painful, but he found that the benzoate of mercury caused little discomfort. He used a 1 per cent. solution combined with 21 per cent. of sodium benzoate, i per cent. of sodium chloride in distilled water; 3 gr. to 2 gr. of the mercuric salt was thus given every other day, or every day, and the cases which did not react to this treatment were very few.
Dr. DONELAN was glad to learn from the paper that the Aachen methods were as sound and thorough as they were eighteen years ago, when, as translator, he introduced the writings of the Aachen surgeons to English readers. He would be sorry to appear to detract from the value of those methods either as a means of cure or as an impressive ritual. Unfortunately they were only applicable in the case of the well-to-do and were quite beyond the reach of the mass of those who contracted syphilis. At the same time he was many years ago converted to the view that in the vast majority of cases inunction was the only method of real value in all the earlier stages of syphilis. Both at the Italian Hospital and in private practice he had carried it out for the last eighteen years in a modified way in from thirty to fifty cases yearly. The essential features of the method were the alternation of mercurial inunctions with the ingestion of iodides and the perseverance in this and other suitable treatment for two years. Whilst avoiding absolute routine the method usually.
followed was the inunction of mercurial ointment, preferably made with lanolin, into the groins and axilla. He found no case in which such athletic efforts as those described in the paper were required to produce physiological effects. On the contrary he had found it a necessary routine to warn out-patients to report themselves to the house surgeon in the event of any signs of salivation occurring. He remembered no case in which physiological effects had not been produced in from ten days to a fortnight. A fortnight of inunctions was followed by a fortnight's treatment with iodides in various forms, and so on for a varying period, generally about six months, every case being, of course, treated on its merits. After this time a mixed ingestion course of mercury and iodides with iron or arsenic was continued for the remainder of the period, and the patients were further advised to submit themselves to a short course each spring for five or six years whether there were apparent symptoms or not. He was still in touch with a number of these cases, some of whom had begun treatment twenty years ago, and there were no recurrences amongst them. On the other hand he had seen at the hospital a large number of waiters and others who had been treated by injections of soluble salts of mercury in Italy, France, South America and other countries where this method was in favour and in whom the treatinent had been continued for from six to twelve months. These people had come to the hospital suffering from recurrence, often of severe character, in a year or two from the cessation of treatment. He thought it was quite practicable with a little forethought and certain obvious precautions to carry out inunction treatment in private practice even amongst persons following their usual business. He was somewhat disappointed that the paper dealt so largely wit}; the general pharmacology of the subject and so little with the matters of special interest to the Section foreshadowed in the title. In this connexion he might mention the great value of sprays of corrosive sublimate in naso-pharyngeal and laryngeal syphilis. In view of what had been said of general paralysis he would like to direct the attention of members who had not seen them to the results of the researches of Ford Robertson as to the cause of this disease.
They appeared to show that while syphilis predisposed to general paralysis by lowering the resistance the actual cause was certain microbes infecting the nasal mucous membrane. They were found in nearly all cases and produced symptoms of general paralysis in animals. Some benefit had resulted from treatment by hydroxyl and other oxygen preparations.
Mr. STUART-Low said that he had recently seen in consultation cases which proved the importance of the variation and alternation of remedies in the treatment of secondary and tertiary syphilis. One case, that of an adult male with advanced secondary ulceration of the fauces and pharynx and numerous patches of a rupial-like nature on the skin, had been treated with injections of calomel and soamin for a month with no improvement, but on changing this for inunctions of mercury the beneficial results were made evident in a week by the clearing up of the throat ulceration. Another case was that of a male patient who had been having mercury internally for a month until his gums were very sore. His throat was very deeply ulcerated and in places quite sloughy; it was exceedingly painful, preventing even fluids being swallowed without much pain and difficulty. Orthoform powder was used locally to the throat with marked relief to the pain and inunctions of mercury employed. In a few days the throat had improved but remained deeply ulcerated and painful. The inunction was then suddenly stopped, and at once a marvellous alteration for the better took place. That the sudden cessation of mercurial inunction had sometimes this effect was a fact not sufficiently recognized and practised. In another case treated in the same way as the last, the improvement on the sudden stoppage of the mercurial inunctions was still much more marked on giving soamin. It seemed that in certain instances arsenical preparations given after mercurial inunctions bad
